
   Yes, indeed!  A huge 

thank you is in order to 

our wonderful guests for 

your overwhelming re-

sponse to our summer 

campaign appeal. 

   Your generosity will go a 

long way in helping to al-

lay the ever-growing cost 

of operating and maintain-

ing the Cottage.   

   We have always sus-

pected that the Episcopal 

Cottage has the best 

guests of all of the houses, 

and now we are sure of it. 

   Your generosity shows 

clearly how much you love 

the Cottage, and the Board 

members and hosts are 

gratified to know that you 

appreciate their efforts to 

make it a warm and wel-

coming home-away-from–

home for you. 

   The Board of Directors 

and staff sincerely thank 

you for your generous gifts. 



By Mary Jane McKnight 

 

   Reservations for the 2015 

summer season are going 

well.  The priority reserva-

tions resulted in five weeks 

of the nine week season 

being already filled. 

   Unfortunately, almost 

half of these applications 

failed to give any flexibility 

for placement.  Thus, some 

of the applications cannot 

be fill—hard as I try.  Six-

teen applications for one 

week won’t fit in our nine 

available rooms.  Many 

requesting the first or sec-

ond floor are not able to get 

them.  I cannot emphasize 

enough the need to provide 

three options for the 

weeks and rooms when 

making one’s applica-

tion.  Applications ac-

cepted between October 

1—15 are processed the 

same, not on a first-

come-first-placed basis. 

  Check our website for in-

formation and availability. 

Housing Report   

   Johanna, our painter, 

has given us an esti-

mate on work to be done 

next spring.  The house 

Committee will join in 

on the decision.  This 

year we want to have 

the second and possibly 

third floor hall and 

stairwell areas painted. 

   In addition, the stair-

way in the second floor 

hall  will be plastered.  

In the hosts’ apartment 

a sink and mattress will 

be added, along with a 

sump pump in the base-

ment.  There will also be 

measures taken to pre-

vent pipes from freez-

ing. 

  Some painting is 

planned for the north 

side of the house, and 

the rot on the skirting 

on the north side of the 

house will be attended 

to. 

   Plans also include 

repairing the curb in 

front of the house.    
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  Autumn leaves give Bestor Plaza a golden glow. 

A Huge Thank You!   Reservation Report 



Decorating Committee Reports Pro-
gress,, Looks to the Future 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

   Dear Friends of the Episcopal Cot-

tage: 

   We are happy to share that the 

2014 season was another successful 

year at the Cottage in  a large part 

due to our active and dedicated 

Board, who continue to work to im-

prove the Cottage in many ways. 

   We just completed our fall work 

weekend, appreciat-

ing even more this 

place we call home 

for a week or two in 

the summer.  A spe-

cial thank you to our 

Board for all that 

they do during the spring and fall 

work weekends  as well as during the 

season  and to our Host couple, Dar-

lene and Jim Huron. 

   Chautauqua is a special place filled 

with untold memories.  In an effort to 

reach all our guests in a special way, 

I am asking if you would be willing to 

share a reflection of Chautauqua that 

we might include in one of our future 

newsletters.  

   You might include a story of good-

ness in people, a story of a simple 

blessing, a story of thoughtfulness or 

any memorable time you have had 

while attending Chautauqua.  Stories 

and memories may be sent anony-

mously or credited as you wish. 

    Please send your reflection by email to 

ngraham4@verizon.net.  Or mail it to 

Nancy Graham, 4033 Highland Avenue, 

Skaneateles, New York  13152. 

   We look forward to hearing from you 

and sharing many reflections. 

   Blessings, 

   Nancy 

A Message from the President 
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David K. Witt  
 

   We are sad to report that David K. 

Witt entered into eternal life on August 

27, 2014, after suffering a debilitating 

stroke.  David and his wife Pat were 

frequent guests of the Cottage. 

   David was born December 25, 1941, 

and graduated from Vanderbilt Univer-

sity cum laude  with a B.A. degree in 

mathematics, physics and music.  His 

career in software development began 

with GE and continued in upper man-

agement positions for 30 plus years 

with IBM. 

   He served as organist in churches 

throughout the southeast, Texas and 

 New Jersey for over 50 years and 

was integral in the design of new 

pipe organs in many of those 

churches. 

   David is survived by his wife of 46 

years, Patricia Carroll Witt,  his 

daughter Susan Craig and her hus-

band, Mark, and two grandsons, 

John Dakota (Koty) and David Pax-

ton. 

   David’s memorial service was held 

on September 3, 2014, at Hayes 

Barton United Methodist Church in 

Raleigh, NC. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronald E. Hermance 

In Memoriam       

   With sadness we note the passing 

into eternal life of Ronald E. Her-

mance on September 11, 2014.  Ron, 

as he was known to everyone, died 

after a brave battle with Leukemia 

at the age of 67.    He and his family 

have been well-known friends of the 

Episcopal Cottage. 

   After graduating from St. John 

Fisher College in Rochester, NY,  

Ron began his banking career in 

Western New York with Bankers 

Trust Company before going to Hud-

son City Savings Bank in Paramus, 

New Jersey. 

   There he went from Chief Operat-

ing Officer and President to Chief 

Executive Officer, adding the role of 

Chairman to his title.  Under his 

leadership, Hudson City raised $3.9 

billion  in equity capital by convert-

ing to full public ownership. 

   Ron is survived by his beloved wife, 

Kris, his daughter, Emily, and his 

two sons,  Ronald and Alexander. 

   He will be remembered by all for 

his kindness, generosity and sense of 

humor. 
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Policy Reminder 
 

 

 

Visitors and guests of the Cottage 

are reminded that the Cottage is 

not  handicapped accessible and 

that it is Board policy that children 

under the age of 18, pets and smok-

ing are not permitted. 

                              Thank You                           

Thanksgiving  

Giving 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   As we approach the Thanksgiving season  

thankful for all that we have been blessed 

with and the Christmas season with a 

spirit of giving, let us prayerfully consider 

including the Episcopal Cottage in our 

charitable holiday giving. 

   Remember that the Episcopal Cottage is 

not supported by any organization, parish 

or diocese and that it depends solely on its 

members and guests to sustain its nearly 

one hundred-year tradition of hospitality. 

   All contributions are U.S. tax deductible 

and will be deeply appreciated now and for 

generations to come.    Thank you! 

The Cottage Prepares for a 

Long Winter’s Nap 


   

 

 

 

 

 On October 17-18, the Board of Di-

rectors  of the Cottage assembled at 

the Cottage for their fall Board meet-

ing and to prepare the Cottage for 

winter. 

   Building and Grounds co-chairs, 

Isabel Hodgin and Peter Westphal,  

have overseen the arrangements  for 

having the awnings removed and 

stored and the water systems drained 

and prepped. 

   The Cottage has been cleaned from 

top to bottom and is now put to bed for 

the winter.  At the spring work week-

end, the Board will again assemble, 

wake up the Cottage  and prepare it for 

the 2015 season. 

   As autumn glows and winter ap-

proaches, the Board of Directors, 

Hosts and staff of the Cottage wish 

you a pleasant winter and spring. 

Episcopal Cottage News 

Makes a Slight Change 
 

   Episcopal Cottage News is 

changing from a triannual news-

letter to a biannual newsletter.  

In the future there will be two 

issues, an autumn issue and a 

spring issue,  spaced six months 

apart. 

   Why the change?  The problem 

with three issues, one following 

each of the Board of Directors’ 

meetings, has been that the au-

tumn issue comes just a little 

more than a month after the 

summer issue. 

   Since the news in the summer 

issue is not time-sensitive, the 

season being over, it can easily 

be included in the autumn issue, 

which is often difficult to fill. 

   We hope that this change will 

tighten the two issues as we con-

tinue to keep you informed of 

what is going on at the Cottage. 



Fitting Tributes 
  Friends and guests of the Cottage still 

have the opportunity to purchase me-

morial/honorary bricks for  the patio 

area at a cost of  $100 per brick.   

   We plan to extend the bricks beyond 

the flagstones to the patio thus enhanc-

ing the aesthetics of the total patio 

area. 

   The 4 X 8” bricks will be engraved 

according to the donor’s wishes using 

state of the art laser technology.   

   This provides a very fitting way to 

honor or memorialize friends and rela-

tives in a place loved by so many.  

These lasting memorials will be there 

for future generations of  Cottage resi-

dents  to see and reflect on.  They also 

make an  appropriate holiday gift. 

   To order bricks, simply go to the Cot-

tage website at episcopalcottage.com 

and click on “Donations” and then  

on “Commemorative bricks.” 

    The deadline for ordering bricks is 

April 1, 2015.  

Treasurer’s Report 

By Larry McKnight 

 

   The 2014 Fiscal Year was not 

without challenges but finished 

better than anticipated.  Over-

all operational losses were 

$2,612, due almost entirely to 

the costs associated with the 

water leak which occurred over 

the previous winter.   

   Otherwise, operations were as 

expected with revenue on plan 

due to out 99% occupancy rate.  

There operational losses were 

covered by reserves built up in 

previous years, so our overall 

financial strength is good, and 

our reserves for any inevitable 

future issues associated with 

maintaining a large, older 

house continue to grow. 

   Capital improvements totaled 

$10,458, well over the level of 

previous years, which included 

the addition of a half-bath on 

the third floor, renovations to 

the host couple’s apartment and 

upgrades to two rooms in our 

ongoing effort to upgrade the 

house.  These were funded by the 

generosity of our members and 

friends who substantially in-

creased the level of contributions 

over the level of previous years.   

    Many thanks to our members 

and friends whose generosity has 

made the ongoing improvement of 

the Cottage possible. 

_______________________________________________________________________



.                                  

                                

 

 

 

   Episcopal Cottage News is a biannual newsletter 

published after the spring and fall meetings of the 

Board of Directors.  It seeks to keep the members and 

friends of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, in 

the words of Mary Taylor, “apprised of what is tran-

spiring at the Cottage as well as the needs of the Cot-

tage to ensure its future as a vital part of the Chautauqua scene.” 

   As such, E C News welcomes your contributions to this publication.  

Please send your news items to John Tamplin, Editor, 4765 Scott 

Drive, Hermitage, PA 16148, or email them to:                                        

welshman1828@yahoo.com.   



    

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings 

April 24-25, 2015 

August 30, 2015 

October 16-17, 2015 

Retreats at the Cottage 
    
   

 

 

 

 

   Two retreats were held at the Cottage this fall.  The Retreat of the 

Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsyl-

vania was held in early September, and the WCA Nurse Alumni Re-

treat was held in early October.  A wedding party has reserved the 

Cottage for Labor Day weekend, 2015. 

 

   The Cottage is available for retreats and private rentals during the 

fall season.  To make a reservation, contact Paul Cawein, Retreat Co-

ordinator, at 43 Vincent, P. O. Box 573, Chautauqua , NY 14722 or call 

716-357-4185 or visit our website at: 

 

www.episcopalcottage.com 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Yes, I would like to take this opportunity to support the ongoing mission of the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua.  

 I understand that the Cottage is not supported by any organization, parish or diocese and that it needs my help to continue its ministry of hospitality, 

which it has provided for over ninety years. 

 

    I am pleased to enclose my tax-deductible gift to the Cottage in the amount of $___________________ 

                
       Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Address______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      City_______________________________ State/Province______________________________ 

 

      Country_______________________________________Postal Code_____________________ 

 

      Please clip and return this form to  Mr. Lawrence McKnight, Treasurer  

                                                              2970 St. Johns Ave., 6-C, Jacksonville, FL  32205, U.S.A. 

                                                             (Checks payable to “The Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc.”) 

 

 
All gifts to the Episcopal Cottage of Chautauqua, Inc. are appreciated and are deductible from U. S. Federal and State Income Taxes. 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

An Opportunity to Help the Episcopal Cottage. . . 

Change of Address? 
  If you have a change of address, 

PLEASE notify us  so that you don’t 

miss a single issue of Episcopal Cottage 

News.  Due to the rising cost of postage, 

we will no longer re-send newsletters that 

are returned for incorrect addresses. 

  

  

 

 

 

 Simply notify us of the change at  

welshman1828@yahoo.com 

or at 4765 Scott Drive, Hermitage, PA   

16148. 

 

 


